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Storage tanks must never be completely filled
they are provided with expansion tnmks. Sufficient
space must always be left to permit free expansion of the
oil xmder thermal influences. About (> per cent, of fch<*
total capacity of the tank should be sullicient for thin
purpose.
The sounding pipe is aboxit 2 inches in diameter, and
extends right down the tank to within three or foxir inohon
of the bottom. It is UHod for detormining the oil love!
in the tank by means of a steel Hounding rod attached
to a steel tape.
AD storage tanks should be sounded at regular intorvalK
(say daily), and a record kept of the soundings.
This will enable the oil consumption to be chocked,
and any abnormal consumption, due perhaps to leakage.
is detected at once before any damage ensues.
Sounding pipes must be closed after use by wrwod
plugs to prevent ingress of water.
A useful check upon the oil level in the tanks in given
when a combined vacuum and pressure gauge is fitted to
the auction pipe.
A pressure reading on this gauge indicates tJhat t.horo
is a good head of oil in the tank, whilst a vacuum reading
indicates that the level is getting low. It in an OUHV .matter
to calibrate this gauge so an to give an approximate indi-
cation of the actual oil level.
Steaming pipes, supplied by quick-action relief valves,
are part of the fire-fighting arrangements. They should
extend about half-way down the tank, and terminate in
oblong nozzles.
In the event of fire these nobles will injVol a flat,
widely -spread jet of steam into the